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Khoaja tribe). In general, Syeds are also called Khoaja.,
as are also Peers and Moorshuds; the term Khoaja signi-
fying gentleman. Syeds are thus called solely out of re-
spect, as they are in like manner termed Meerxa (an ab-
breviation of Meer-zada, meaning the descendant of a
Meer or chief).
Others again, of all the four castes, are sometimes in the
habit of subjoining the words Sahib, Meean, or Jan to
the names; as for example Daood Sahib, Lalla Meeaw,
Ammoo Jan. This, however, is not an established prac-
tice in any tribe, but parents are accustomed to call their
children 'by these familiar names out of love and affection
for them, so that as they grow up to manhood the names
take such deep root, that the real ones are not unfrequently
altogether forgotten./ *r
The following are the surnames given to females, added
to the beginning or end of their names :
Among the Syed women Begum, Beebee or Bee, Nissa,
and Shah) e. g. Rooqeea Begum, Zynub Beebee^ or Bee-
,bee Zynub, Sukeena Bee, Khyrool Nissa Begum, Fazilla
Shah. To the names of Sheikh girls they only add the
words Ma, Bee., or Beebee, viz. Shiireefa Ma> Humeeda Bee,
Jumeela Beebee; except in the cases of children of noble-
men, to whose names, as a mark of dignity, they add the
word Begum, such as Koolsoom Begum. This is also the
case with Mogols and Putt'hans.
Among the females of the Mogol tribe, the word Khanum
is commonly added to the end of their names^ such as Izzut
Khanum.
Among the Putt'hart, women, to the end of their names is
added Khatoon, Khatoo, or Bano; such as, Fateema Khatoon,
Ruhmut Khatoo, Larlee Bano. Among the last-mentioned
class the following is an exception, vi%. that all illegitimate